2013

GAZE
FILM FESTIVAL 2013
CONTENTS
2 Box Office
3 Map
4 Chairperson’s Welcome
6 Programmer’s Welcome
8 Festival Events and Panel Discussions
11 Youth GAZE and GAZE Film Awards
14 Exhibition
16 GAZE Social

18 Thursday’s Films
21 Friday’s Films
30 Saturday’s Films
41 Sunday’s Films
50 Monday’s Films
58 Festival Schedule
60 GAZE 2013 Credits

1

GAZE
BOX OFFICE
ONLINE
www.gaze.ie
www.lighthousecinema.ie

TICKET PRICES
Adult
€10

PHONE
01 872 8006

Concessions
(student, OAP, unwaged) €8

IN PERSON
The Light House Cinema
Market Square
Smithfield
Dublin 7

Opening Night Gala
€25 / €20 concession

GAZE Weekend
Festival Pass

GAZE Four Film
Package

€100

4 films for €35

This is an all-access pass to
every screening, party and
panel discussion at the
festival - every door is
unlocked to you! There is a
limited number of festival
passes. Please book by phone
or in person

Any four films
(excluding the Opening and
Closing Galas)

Closing Night Gala
€15 / €12 concession

Free Screening:
The Love That Dare Not Speak Its Name
Tickets must be booked for this screening
Panel Discussions and Q&As:
Free entry with the corresponding film ticket
Spoken Word Event:
Come Rhyme With Me and PETTYCASH Present: That’s A Rap
Free entry
The Red Room, location of many of the festival events and panel discussions,
is located on the bottom floor of the Light House Cinema
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GAZE
MAP
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CHAIRPERSON’S WELCOME
DENIS DERMODY

I’d like to start the traditional
chairperson’s welcome by thanking
everyone who came along over last
year’s August Bank Holiday and showed
their support for the great line-up
of film screenings at the 20th GAZE
International LGBT Film Festival Dublin.
After we closed activities on the
weekend, GAZE kept working
throughout the year. Starting in
October, the festival board of
directors and staff drafted a threeyear development plan to ensure the
ongoing success of GAZE.
We kicked off these plans in December
with the inaugural Best of GAZE minifestival, which showcased audience
favourites from the 2012 programme.
In February, GAZE had the honour of
accepting the GALA award for Best
Marketing Campaign. With the help
of the Community Foundation of
Ireland, we took to the road for our
first ever national touring edition of the
festival, GAZE on Tour. We visited the
Letterkenny Arts Centre in April and the
Kerry Festival of Pride in May, screening
in Tralee, Cahersiveen and Listowel.
June saw GAZE go transatlantic with
a screening of our 2012 Irish Shorts
programme at the Craic Fest in New
York and we also celebrated Dublin
Pride with a special screening of
Shortbus at the Light House Cinema.
Special thanks go to all the volunteers
and staff at the various venues and
events who helped organise these
great screenings and, of course, a huge
thanks to all the cinemagoers who
attended.
Our audience support now extends
beyond the festival to the the entire
calendar year. Our audience is the
reason we exist - surprising and
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engaging them is our only motivation.
While we are on the subject of
thanks, we all know this programme
of excellent films and events is only
possible because of the hard work of
our Festival Programmer David Mullane,
our amazing Festival Manager Noel
Sutton, our interns and the amazing
team of volunteers who make this
festival happen. They deserve all
our recognition for their gusto and
commitment throughout the year.
In 2012, GAZE introduced Accenture
as our new lead sponsor. Following
the success of that partnership in 2012,
we are delighted to announce that
Accenture have committed a further
three years of sponsorship. Clearly,
this is hugely significant and ensures
the stability of our festival through
difficult economic times. Accenture
have consistently demonstrated their
commitment to their LGBT stakeholders
and staff and we are honoured to be
part of this vision.
Thanks also go to the Arts Council of
Ireland and Dublin City Council for
their tremendous support again this
year. I would like to close this welcome
by thanking all of our Friends of the
Festival for their support and I would
like to dedicate a small remembrance
to Christopher Robson, who we lost this
year. Christopher was a tireless LGBT
activist as well as a longtime Friend of
the Festival.
We are really excited by this year’s
programme of film and events and we
look forward to seeing you over the
August Bank Holiday weekend.
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PROGRAMMER’S WELCOME
DAVID MULLANE

Welcome to GAZE 2013. I’ve had a brilliant year watching new features, documentaries and shorts, traveling to other
festivals, meeting film programmers and
amazing filmmakers. I’ve had to make
some tough choices but I’m thrilled to
share with you this programme of the
world’s best LGBT films. I love my job
and I hope you love this year’s festival.
This past year, since GAZE 2012, has
seen a number of fantastic men’s
features produced, including the hilarious Let My People Go!, The Comedian,
a nuanced British drama and Interior.
Leather Bar., Travis Mathews and James
Franco’s much talked-about film. I saw
the film at the Berlinale in February and
the reaction it received from the German audience was very curious. I look
forward to seeing how Dublin takes
to Franco’s latest experiment in gay
filmmaking.
For women, the last twelve months
have delivered an array of great documentaries, such as She Said Boom, an
explosive film about the groundbreaking all-female art band Fifth Column,
Born Naked, which is a whirlwind tour
of young lesbians and their lives across
Europe, and the amazing Wonder
Women, an examination of pop culture’s
representation of female power.
To paraphrase John Donne, “no
festival is an island”, especially in
these challenging economic times, so
it’s important (and exciting) for arts
organisations to collaborate. We are
delighted to partner with some of our
film and festival friends to present a
number of special events at this year’s
GAZE. On Friday evening, we host
That’s A Rap, a spoken word event
co-presented by Come Rhyme With Me
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and PETTYCASH. Founded by former
GAZE staff, the Dublin Film Qlub joins
us on Saturday to screen Different From
The Others, a classic gay film from the
archives. Also on Saturday, we host one
of Jim Carroll’s illustrious Banter panel
discussions as a tie-in event with the
Irish premiere of Wonder Women! Dublin’s gay and fashion communities are
closely linked so it made perfect sense
to team up with FashionScreen, Dublin’s
fashion film club for a screening of
Ultrasuede: In Search of Halston and a
panel discussion with leading members
of Ireland’s fashion industry.
2013 is a special year in Irish LGBT
history, with a number of significant
anniversaries, including the twentieth
anniversary of the decriminalisation of
homosexuality. To mark these anniversaries, we are honoured to screen the
2000 documentary The Love That Dare
Not Speak Its Name by Bill Hughes, the
celebrated Irish TV and film producer.
Together with a panel discussion on
Irish LGBT history, this event is sure to
be a moving and inspiring one for many
people in our community.
I’m really rather jealous of you all getting to sit back and enjoy these films
in the wonderful Light House Cinema.
If I were you and I was able to take the
weekend off, I would definitely catch
our Opening Night Gala, Animals, which
is one of my top ten films of the year.
I’d check out the European premiere of
The Little House That Could on Saturday
and I’d make sure not to miss Bambi
and the Iris Prize programme of youth
shorts on Sunday. To finish the festival
in some style, I’d go see The Man Behind
The Throne followed by the fascinating
Lesbiana. But that’s just me - the choice
is yours.

Culturefox.ie is the definitive online guide to Irish
cultural events, giving you complete information
about cultural activities both here and abroad.
To find out what’s on near you right now, visit
Culturefox.ie on your computer or mobile phone.

Download the FREE App
available now for:

iPhone | Android | Blackberry

FESTIVAL EVENTS & PANEL DISCUSSIONS
Come Rhyme With Me and PETTYCASH Present: That’s A Rap
Friday 02 August. 6:30pm. Red Room
Come Rhyme With Me and PETTYCASH team up for a one off movie-themed
spoken word event. Come Rhyme With Me, a queer spoken word explosion run by
Vickey Curtis and Una Mullally has toured the Dublin Fringe Festival, Electric Picnic,
Body & Soul and First Fortnight, as well as hosting regular nights at Outhouse,
the beneficiary of all CRWM revenue. With PETTYCASH Niamh Beirne and Oisin
McKenna are part of a new vanguard bringing spoken word back into nightlife with
brilliantly eclectic results. This ain’t no poetry jam, so expect sharp word-shooters,
shameless pun-slinging, rhymes and verbal explosions from silver tongues about
the silver screen. Crack open a Cannes.

Different From The Others
Dublin Film Qlub Post-Screening Conversation
Saturday 03 August. 2:30pm. Screen 2
As is now tradition with the Dublin Film Qlub, there will be a post-screening
conversation about the film’s themes and issues and how a modern audience
interprets and experiences the film’s representation of LGBT people and culture.
Different From The Others is considered to be the first gay activist film in cinema
history so it’s sure to be a lively session. Simply stay in your seats after the film
ends and join in the conversation!

Wonder Women!
Banter Panel Discussion with Jim Carroll
Saturday 03 August. 4:30pm. Screen 1 and Red Room
We are thrilled to welcome Jim Carroll to GAZE for one of his celebrated Banter
sessions. At this special festival Banter, Jim will be joined by an illustrious panel of
women, including Wonder Women director Kristy Guevara-Flanagan, to discuss
the themes of feminism and pop culture’s representation of female power, as
explored in the fantastic documentary Wonder Women! The Untold Story of
American Superheroines.
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Irish Shorts Q&A
Saturday 03 August. 6:30pm. Screen 2
After another bumper year of Irish LGBT short film, come and meet the filmmakers
of this year’s Irish shorts programme and hear about their experiences making
LGBT film in Ireland. The Q&A session will take place in Screen 2 after the
screening.

The Love That Dare Not Speak Its Name
Panel Discussion
Sunday 04 August. 4:30pm. Screen 1 and Red Room
2013 marks the thirtieth anniversary of the first Dublin Pride march, the twentieth
anniversary of the decriminalisation of homosexuality in Ireland and the tenth
anniversary of the establishment of BeLonG To so we thought it was the perfect
time to consider the changes that we, the Irish LGBT community, have made in
those years. Following the screening of Bill Hughes’ documentary The Love That
Dare Not Speak Its Name, which examines the experiences of LGBT people in
Ireland over a century from Oscar Wilde to decriminalisation, join Bill and a panel
of contributors to reflect on the times, events and people we saw in the film and
discuss what we, as a community, hope to achieve in the years to come. Both the
film and panel discussion are free events so that as many members as possible of
our community can join in this special retrospection and celebration.

Ultrasuede: In Search of Halston
FashionScreen Film and Panel Discussion
Monday 05 August. 5:30pm. Screen 2 and Red Room
‘The Glass Closet: Fashion Frees All’ - this panel discussion will focus on how
the creative nature inherent in the world of fashion historically ensured a safe
haven for flamboyant figures like Halston at a time when such a public revelation
regarding his sexual orientation could have brought his empire to an end. With
contributions from leading figures within the fashion industry, we will look at the
role fashion plays in LGBT people’s self-expression and consider if it still bears the
same relevance today as it did for Halston. This screening and panel discussion is
presented in partnership with FashionScreen, Dublin’s fashion film club.
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Youth GAZE
From this year’s programme, here are some films we think our youth audiences will
especially enjoy.

Thursday 01 August
Animals

Sunday 04 August
Iris Prize: Youth Shorts

Friday 02 August
The Comedian
Born Naked

Monday 05 August
The Man Behind The Throne
Valentine Road

Saturday 03 August
Five Dances
Pussy Riot: A Punk Prayer

GAZE Film Awards 2013
The Spirit of GAZE Award will be adjudicated by the festival’s board and will be
presented to the film which best embodies the spirit of this year’s festival. Both
the Best Documentary Award and the Best Short Film Award will be adjudicated
by juries. The Audience Award for Best Film will be chosen by exit poll after each
screening. The GAZE Film Awards 2013 will be announced online shortly after the
festival so stay tuned to our website, newsletter and social media to see if your
favourite films won.
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PARENT &
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2012
marks
a huge milestone
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ADMINISTRATION
In April
the Constitutional
Convention
IMMIGRATION
voted by 79%
favour of introducing
campaign
forinmarriage
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STATUS
marriage equality.
Constitutional
Convention is starting to take

MISSING

PIECES

We need to keep pressure on our Government

shape,
equality is listed on the
to act onand
thismarriage
recommendation
agenda
for TDs
national
discussion.
Talk to your
& Senators
this Summer and
ask them
to set
a date
foris
a referendum
without delay.
Now
is the
time.
This
our moment.
Ireland is ready. The time for equality is now!
We need you to take action… right now!

Visit our website to find out how you can get involved.
www.marriageequality.ie

GAZE EXHIBITION
Posters & Prints
The Front Lounge
Parliament Street
July
Light House Cinema
August 01-05
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This year’s festival exhibition features posters
and prints (including some signed by the
filmmakers) of some of the most popular
films from our festival’s twenty-one year
history.
The exhibition can be viewed in The Front
Lounge for the month of July and then in the
Light House Cinema for the duration of the
festival.
All pieces in the exhibition are for sale. If
you would like to purchase a piece, please
contact Sarah (sarah@gaze.ie).

GAZE
SOCIAL 2013
We have a fantastic GAZE Festival Club
in the Light House with a full late-night
bar licence for you to enjoy. The club is
open all day, every day of the festival
with music curated by some of Ireland’s
favourite DJs and the party won’t stop
until well into the early hours. The Light
House also has a great café, serving
locally-produced lunches, bites, snacks
and coffee to fuel your festival weekend
film marathons.

Thursday 01 August

Sunday 04 August

Join us at 7:00pm for our pre-screening
reception and then take your seat for
our Opening Night Gala screening of
Animals. After the film, the party will
continue in the festival club.

We’re taking it easy on Sunday at
GAZE and chilling out with a great
selection of features, documentaries
and shorts. So the plan is to check out
some films then grab some food from
the café or a drink from the bar, find a
comfy couch and ... relax.

Friday 02 August
At 6:30pm, we’re very excited to host
a special festival edition of spoken
word event Come Rhyme With Me and
PETTYCASH Present: That’s A Rap.
Then we have films playing all night
with the last ones starting at 10:30pm
so hang around for a film or two and
enjoy the bar until late.

Saturday 03 August
Saturday is a wild day at GAZE with
the crazy club kids of The Little House
That Could and Transmission Woo, the
superheroines of Wonder Women and
the militant rockers of Pussy Riot. To
suit, we have some ridiculous DJs lined
up for Saturday night at the festival
club.
Also on Saturday is Mother in Copper
Alley where entry is half-price with a
GAZE ticket stub.
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But if this isn’t your speed, you’ll get
half-priced entry to Bukkake in town
with your GAZE ticket stubs.

Monday 05 August
Monday is all about Divine who’s the
subject of our Closing Night Gala
documentary I Am Divine. Join us
from 7:00pm for our pre-screening
reception and then, after the film, enjoy
some Divine themed cocktails from the
bar and end the long festival weekend
in style.

1st-5th August

IRIS PRIZE Festival

9-13 October 2013
irisprize.org
@irisprize
/IrisPrizeFestival
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irisprize.org

4
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Opening Night Gala
ANIMALS
Showing with

BURGER
Thursday 01August
8:00pm
Screen 1
Spain
2012
91 mins
Director: Marçal Forés
UK
2013
11 mins
Director: Magnus Mork
Director Marçal Forés and a special
little friend will be in attendance.

Pol is an introverted bisexual teenager,
studying at an English-language school in
Catalonia. With a sullen family life and just a
small group of friends, Pol turns to Deerhoof
an imaginary walking, talking teddy bear, for
companionship and support.
Animals explores Pol’s existential struggles,
caught between his love for Deerhoof and
his need to grow up, between a wondrous
childhood and a monstrous adulthood, and
between his attraction to both boys and girls.
Reminiscent of Donnie Darko and
Elephant (but not Ted!), co-starring Martin
Freeman (The Hobbit, Sherlock) and with
cinematography by Eduard Grau (A Single
Man), Animals is a stupendous debut for firsttime filmmaker Forés.
A snapshot of Cardiff’s night life, Burger is
the fourth film to be produced by the Iris
Prize and, as a partner festival, GAZE is
delighted to screen it.
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MEN’S SHORTS
Friday 02 August
4:30pm
Screen 1
77 mins
A Little Bit Country
UK, Amy Coop
Now You Know
Czech Republic, Greece,
Maxim Cirlan
Human Warmth
Belgium, Christophe Predari
Kiss Me Softly
Belgium, Anthony Schatteman
Happy
Canada, Daniel McIntyre
Little Man
Israel, UK, Eldar Rapaport

22

This programme of men’s shorts features
the best of the year’s gay short filmmaking,
beginning with A Little Bit Country, the story
of a teenager whose secret love for country
music disgusts his parents.
Maxim Cirlan’s Now You Know is a layered
tale of two men and the shadow which HIV
can cast on a relationship.
Human Warmth expresses the difficulty we
face when trying to sever connections once a
relationship ends.
In a small Belgian village, a teenager struggles with coming out to his family in Kiss Me
Softly.
Daniel McIntyre mixes archive footage with
the preaching of TV evangelists in his experimental short Happy.
Eldar Rapaport closes the programme with
the psychological thriller, Little Man, the third
short to be produced by the Iris Prize.

INTERSEXION
Friday 02 August
4:30pm
Screen 2
New Zealand
2012
68 mins
Director: Grant Lahood

When a baby is born, the first thing we want
to know is whether it is a boy or a girl. What
if it’s neither? One in every two thousand
infants are born with ambiguous genitals.
For years, doctors and surgeons would
mutilate these children’s bodies, arbitrarily
choosing and constructing a gender for
them. If the child was saved from surgery,
their parents would dress them in yellow,
call them by a gender-neutral nickname and
often move towns to preserve the secret and
escape the shame.
This film tells the stories of these children,
now grown adults; stories of confusion,
resentment, anger and, ultimately, selfacceptance, forgiveness and peace. It is
a film which makes us question our own
fundamental understanding of gender as a
societal concept and forces us to reconsider
the categories which we use to define
ourselves and others.

23

SHE SAID BOOM
The Story Of Fifth Column

Friday 02 August
6:30pm
Screen 1
Canada, Germany, USA
2012
64 mins
Director: Kevin Hegge
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At the centre of Toronto’s influential
Queercore scene of the 80s and 90s, Fifth
Column broke cultural and political ground
as a queer feminist all-female experimental
post-punk art band. This documentary
examines their achievements over the years,
their powerful influences on later bands, and
investigates the reasons why they may not
have reached their full potential.
Featuring interviews with band members
Caroline Azar, Beverly Breckenrige and GB
Jones, critical commentary from Kathleen
Hanna (Bikini Kill, Le Tigre), Vaginal Davis,
Bruce LaBruce, our very own Vivienne Dick,
and rare archival photos and footage of the
band, She Said Boom is a thundering account
of visionary women living and working
outside society, making art, music, film and
lots and lots of noise.

BETTE BOURNE
It Goes With The Shoes
Friday 02 August
6:30pm
Screen 2
UK
2013
92 mins
Directors: Jeremy Jeffs, Mark
Ravenhill

Bette Bourne, born Peter to a workingclass family in Hackney, studied acting at
Central School and enjoyed success both on
television and the West End stage. Coming
out in the 70s, he developed a passion for
gay rights, abandoned his career and moved
into a gay drag commune in Notting Hill,
becoming Bette.
Both a natural comic and storyteller, Bette
recounts his years of adventures to the
acclaimed playwright Mark Ravenhill, who
is his companion throughout the film,
accompanying him on trips to various parts
of London, which hold great memories for
Bette.
In the years since his radical transformation,
he has found his way back to the stage, first
as a founding member of the glorious theatre
troupe Bloolips and then later in more
mainstream productions.
A life well lived and a story well told, Bette
Bourne is a charming and uplifting account of
a great British gay man.
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THE COMEDIAN
Friday 02 August
8:30pm
Screen 1
UK
2012
80 mins
Director: Tom Shkolnik
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Frustrated by his day job as a cancer
insurance telemarketer, thirtysomething
Ed spends his nights on London’s stand-up
comedy circuit, struggling to make a name
for himself as a comedian. One night, after
another unsuccessful gig, he meets Nathan
(Misfits’ Nathan Stewart-Jarrett) and there
is an instant attraction. As their relationship
develops, both men must confront their
problems and make some difficult life
choices.
Shkolnik’s feature debut is an airy and
nuanced film which explores modern gay
men and their relationships in a naturalistic
way, aligning itself with other recent queer
films like Weekend (GAZE 2012) and Keep
The Lights On (GAZE 2012). Beautifully shot
in parts of London rarely seen on screen, The
Comedian will surprise you with its fresh,
unvarnished take on gay life in the twentyfirst century.

BORN NAKED
Friday 02 August
8:30pm
Screen 2
Spain
2012
73 mins
Director: Andrea Esteban

Andrea Esteban takes us on a journey across
Europe, introducing us to the varied and
vibrant lives of young queer women living in
London, Madrid and Berlin. We meet artists,
journalists, festival organisers, musicians,
activists - an exciting group of lesbian, queer
and trans young women.
She brings us to the clubs, bars, cafes, parks,
studios, offices, homes and even some queer
feminist squats in which these young women
are creating a fantastic new queer scene
for themselves, one in which they find love,
family, work, fun and artistic and political
expression.
Esteban artfully weaves all these stories,
people and places together into a filmic
scrapbook, connecting them using her
personal histories and charming animated
sequences. For someone so young, she is an
impressive and accomplished filmmaker and
we’re already hungry for her next film.
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Double Bill
INTERIOR. LEATHER
BAR.
and
IN THEIR ROOM:
LONDON
Friday 02 August
10:30pm
Screen 1
USA
2012
60 mins
Directors: James Franco, Travis
Mathews
USA
2013
34 mins
Director: Travis Mathews
This double bill features sexually
explicit imagery - viewer discretion
advised.
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One of the biggest films on this year’s festival
circuit, Interior. Leather Bar. is an enigmatic
film which presents itself as a recreation
of the forty minutes of explicit footage cut
from the 1980 film Cruising but is actually
a different kind of filmic beast altogether.
A curious mix of a documentary and a
rehearsed reality-tv-style behind-the-scenes
featurette, Franco and Mathews’ film will
both stimulate and puzzle you.
In Their Room: London, Mathews’ second
film at this year’s festival, is a collection
of intimate portraits of gay men, whom
Mathews interviews in the personal setting
of their bedrooms. The third in a series after
San Francisco and Berlin, London gives us
an insight into the complexities of male
sexuality, much like his feature film I Want
Your Love (GAZE 2012).

VIC+FLO SAW A BEAR
Friday 02 August
10:30pm
Screen 2
Canada
2013
90 mins
Director: Denis Côté
This film features some scenes
of mild violent imagery - viewer
discretion advised.

Vic has been released early from her life
sentence in prison and has holed herself up in
a summer house in the Canadian woods. Flo,
her prison lover, soon joins her and together
they attempt to readjust to life on the outside but it’s not easy.
Distracted by her senile uncle, an overenthusiastic parole officer and a flirtatious neighbour, Vic struggles in her new environment
and Flo begins to drift away.
Vic+Flo Saw A Bear could be described as a
bizarre anti-melodrama of doomed love and
gruesome revenge but it is balanced and
lightened by hints of whimsy and off-kilter
comedy that resemble the work of Wes Anderson. Also, it is refreshing to see on the big
screen women over the age of 60 portrayed
as both sexually attractive and active.
SPOILER ALERT: the two women do not
actually see a bear so please do not be
disappointed.
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THE LITTLE HOUSE
THAT COULD
Showing with
TRANSMISSION WOO
Saturday 03 August
2:30pm
Screen 1
Canada
2012
90 mins
Director: Mars Roberge
European Premiere
UK
2013
12 mins
Director: Alex Shaw
An 80s-inspired TV show about
the latest London club trends
presented by Johnny Woo.

Owned by Patricia Field, the award-winning
costume designer of Sex and the City, The
House of Field is an emporium of the fiercest
fashions and lifestyle accessories, and a
destination for all fashion and queer culture
fans, located in the heart of Manhattan.
In her store, Field has created a haven
for multiple generations of drag queens,
club kids, artists and performers and has
described the House as a kind of “transsexual
welfare system”, employing these people
when no one else would. Among the
New York legends and former employees
interviewed are Armen Ra, Amanda Lepore,
Perfidia, Codie Ravioli, Chi Chi Valenti, our
very own Kenny Kenny and the star herself,
Pat Field, who sits for interview smoking a
cigarette in a salon smock, having her hair
dyed her trademark red. Directed by Mars
Roberge, another former employee, The
Little House That Could is a wild ride.
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DIFFERENT FROM THE
OTHERS
Anders als die Andern
Saturday 03 August
2:30pm
Screen 2
Germany
1919
50 mins
Director: Richard Oswald
This film is presented in cooperation with the Goethe-Institut
Irland.
Like all Dublin Film Qlub screenings, there will be a conversation
in the cinema about the film’s
themes and issues shortly after the
screening.
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GAZE is delighted to partner with the Dublin
Film Qlub to present this archival screening
of Different From The Others, which is,
arguably, the first gay activist film in cinema
history.
Ostensibly, the film is a tragic melodrama
about a gay man and his lover who fall victim
to another man’s attempts at blackmail but,
co-written by Dr Magnus Hirschfeld (after
whom Dublin’s famous Hirschfeld Centre was
named), the film was primarily made with the
intention of educating the public, presenting
homosexuality as a normal human tendency
and raising awareness of the difficulties faced
by gay people forced to live in the closet.
Starring Conrad Veidt (The Cabinet of
Dr Caligari) and Hirschfeld himself as a
counsellor to a young man, the film was
thought to have been destroyed by the Nazis
but luckily most of the film has been restored
and we can still experience its powerful
message today, almost a century later.

WONDER WOMEN!
The Untold Story of
American Superheroines
Saturday 03 August
4:30pm
Screen 1
USA
2012
65 mins
Director: Kristy Guevara-Flanagan
Following the screening, there will
be a Banter panel discussion with
Jim Carroll. See page 8 for details.
Director Kristy Guevara-Flanagan
will be in attendance.

Wonder Women traces the fascinating
evolution and legacy of Wonder Woman.
From the birth of the comic book
superheroine in the 1940s to the blockbusters
of today, the documentary examines how
popular representations of powerful women
often reflect society’s anxieties about
women’s liberation.
Wonder Women goes behind the scenes
with Lynda Carter, Lindsay Wagner, comic
writers and artists, and real-life superheroines
such as Gloria Steinem, Kathleen Hanna
and others, who offer an enlightening and
entertaining counterpoint to the maledominated superhero genre.
Referencing powerful women from pop
culture such as Buffy, Ripley (Alien), Thelma
and Louise, Xena and She-Ra, Wonder
Women is an exciting and empowering
documentary for feminists of all ages and
genders.
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FIVE DANCES
Saturday 03 August
4:30pm
Screen 2
USA
2012
83 mins
Director: Alan Brown

34

Newly arrived in New York on a dance
scholarship, Chip is a young gay man trying
to make his way in the tough world of
modern dance. With a troubled home-life left
behind in Kansas, he escapes into his work
and the companionship of a new troupe of
dancers, with whom he finds friendship and
romance.
Framed by five stunning dance pieces
directed by internationally renowned
choreographer Jonah Bokaer, the film is a
classic coming-of-age story, a tale of life
in the big city and also a thrilling piece of
dance film.
Co-starring Luke Murphy, an acclaimed
performance artist and choreographer from
Cork, who works between Ireland and New
York, Five Dances is both a tautly scripted
drama and a stunning display of bodies in
motion.

HOW TO SURVIVE
A PLAGUE
Saturday 03 August
6:30pm
Screen 1
USA
2012
110 mins
Director: David France
Nominated for Best Documentary
Feature, Academy Awards 2013

The story of HIV/AIDS activism in the 80s
and 90s has been well documented but it is a
story so important, so crucial and so inspiring
that it needs to be told again and again, both
to audiences who lived, suffered and fought
through the epidemic and to new audiences
and new generations of LGBT people who
have yet to learn of the battles won for them
by those who went before.
Never has this story been told so
powerfully as by David France with his
documentary How To Survive A Plague,
which so deservedly was nominated for Best
Documentary Feature at this year’s Academy
Awards.
If you were moved by United in Anger: The
History of ACT UP at last year’s festival, you
haven’t seen anything yet.
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IRISH SHORTS
Saturday 03 August
6:30pm
Screen 2
69 Mins
A Different Novena
Anna Rodgers
Mums & Dad
Dara deFaoite
Barry’s Bespoke Bakery
Denis McArdle
Our Love Is History
Caroline Campbell
Waiting For You
Lisa Fingleton
This screening will be
followed by a Q&A session
with the filmmakers.
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GAZE continues to support Irish film and is
proud to present another programme of Irish
LGBT shorts.
This year’s programme begins with
ABSOLUT GAZE Filmmaker Award winner
Anna Rodgers’ documentary A Different
Novena, in which a priest at St Joseph’s
Redemptorist Church, Dundalk, invites two
guests to speak at a Novena mass. The
theme of the talk is courage.
Dara deFaoite’s Mums & Dad is a raw and
honest film about a lesbian couple and a gay
man who decided to make a family together.
In Barry’s Bespoke Bakery, we meet Barry
and his colleague who are baking a cake
for someone’s special day. The politics
of the Hirschfeld Centre dancefloor are
revisited and remixed by the children of
their revolution in Our Love Is History. The
programme concludes with Lisa Fingleton’s
Waiting For You, an intimate documentary
about the journey of two women towards
motherhood.

MARGARITA
Saturday 03 August
8:30pm
Screen 1
Canada
2012
91 mins
Director: Dominique Cardona,
Laurie Colbert

Margarita is the perfect nanny and a modernday Mary Poppins: she cooks, cleans, fixes
the guttering, helps with the homework,
listens to the woes of her employers and,
when she finally gets a minute to herself,
likes to relax in the hot tub with her girlfriend.
When the economic downturn hits, her
employers Ben and Gail, decide that they can
no longer afford Margarita and suddenly her
life is thrown upside down. To complicate
matters, she doesn’t have a Canadian visa
so a one-way flight back to Mexico looks
likely. If only her girlfriend would propose
marriage...
Cardona and Colbert, partners in life and
film, have made an utterly charming film, full
of life, realistic drama and a cast of warm,
relatable characters, but the star of the show
is Nicola Correia-Damude as Margarita - you
can’t help but fall in love with her.
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LET MY PEOPLE GO!
Saturday 03 August
8:30pm
Screen 2
France
2011
86 mins
Director: Mikael Buch
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Ruben is a French-Jewish mailman living a
fairytale life in Finland with his handsome
Scandinavian boyfriend (he moved to Finland
to study for his MA in Comparative Sauna
Cultures). Following a series of unfortunate
events, he finds himself back in Paris with his
infuriatingly zany family.
Co-starring Almodóvar’s longtime
collaborator Carmen Maura as Ruben’s
ditzy mother, and with a script co-written
by acclaimed French filmmaker and GAZE
favourite Christophe Honoré, Let My People
Go! is a hilarious and fabulously French
comedy which both celebrates and upends
Jewish, French and gay stereotypes.
Come to this film if you like Jewish mothers,
the French language, handsome men being
handsome and feel-good, happy-ever-after
rom-coms.

IN THE NAME OF
Saturday 03 August
10:30pm
Screen 1
Poland
2012
96 mins
Director: Malgoska Szumowska
Winner, Teddy Award for
Best Feature Film,
Berlinale 2013

Adam is a handsome priest living in a
remote Polish village and working in a
reformatory school for boys. Struggling with
his homosexuality, he busies himself with his
work and the pastoral care of the troubled
young men in his charge. He manages to
keep everything bubbling just under the
surface until he meets Lukasz, the shy but
alluring son of a local farmer.
The first Polish film to win the Teddy Award
for Best Feature Film at the Berlinale, In The
Name Of is a visually powerful film, charged
with striking imagery from Christ’s Passion,
which dares to broach the taboo topic of
homosexuality within the priesthood.
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PUSSY RIOT
A Punk Prayer
Saturday 03 August
10:30pm
Screen 2
Russia
2012
86 mins
Directors: Mike Lerner,
Maxim Pozdorovkin
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On February 21, 2012, Pussy Riot, the Russian feminist punk-rock group, staged a
performance in Moscow’s Cathedral of Christ
the Saviour. Three members of the group,
Nadezhda Tolokonnikova, Maria Alyokhina
and Yekaterina Samutsevich were arrested
and tried in court and convicted of hooliganism motivated by religious hatred.
Having received astonishing access to the
Russian legal system, this documentary
takes us right into the court room as these
three young women argue their case against
Putin’s government and the oppressive Russian society.
Featuring interviews given by the parents
of the three defendants and vox pops from
the Russian public about the group and their
actions, Lerner and Pozdorovkin present us
with a thrilling albeit unashamedly biased
account of the events that have grabbed the
world’s attention and divided a nation.

WOMEN’S SHORTS
Sunday 04 August
2:30pm
Screen 1
87 mins
Polaroid Song
France, Alphonse Giorgi,
Yann Tivrier
Declaration
Argentina, Hernán Touzón Lentini
The Kiss
Poland, Filip Gieldon
Mary Mae
Canada, Kristian Lariviere
Irene
Brazil, Patricia Galucci,
Victor Nascimento
Zeal
Brazil, Clarissa Rebouças
(A)Typical Couple
Slovenia, Masa Zia Lenardic,
Anja Wutej
42

Stories and tales of women, young and old,
from around the world, this programme of
shorts presents the best in the year’s lesbian
filmmaking.
It’s 1991, Nirvana is playing in the background
and 18-year-old Lise is becoming a woman in
Polaroid Song.
Two young girls innocently discuss their feelings for each other in Declaration.
Emilia wakes up next to a woman in a
strange apartment who claims they slept
together last night in The Kiss.
Mary Mae is a touching film about a lesbian
nun who yearns to be free.
Irene is the unforgettable portrayal of an
older women, jealous of her out lesbian
granddaughter.
Zeal is the difficult story of a woman, her
girlfriend and her violent ex-boyfriend.
Tired of the Hollywood representations of
lesbians, a Slovenian couple present their
very ordinary but charming home life in (A)
Typical Couple.

BORN THIS WAY
Sunday 04 August
2:30pm
Screen 2
USA
2013
82 mins
Directors: Shaun Kadlec, Deb
Tullmann

For LGBT people, Cameroon is one of the
most dangerous countries in which to live.
American filmmakers Shaun Kadlec and Deb
Tullmann travelled there to document the
difficulties facing the Cameroonian LGBT
community and this film is their powerful
testament to the beauty and hope that
inexplicably remains in the troubled country.
Featuring hushed, candlelit interviews with
young women as they huddle together,
hiding from homophobic thugs, stunning
cross-country scenes of a human rights
lawyer travelling the breadth of Cameroon,
protecting and defending those in peril, and
charming party scenes of young revelers,
dressing up and re-enacting their favourite
Rihanna and Lady Gaga music videos,
Born This Way shows us a country at war
with its own people and a community both
devastated and resolutely hopeful for its
future.
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THE LOVE THAT DARE
NOT SPEAKS ITS NAME
SPECIAL RETROSPECTIVE
EVENT
FREE SCREENING
Sunday 04 August
4:30pm
Screen 1
Ireland
2000
55 mins
Director: Bill Hughes
Following the screening, there will
be a panel discussion on Irish LGBT
history and the future of the Irish
LGBT community. See page 9 for
more.
This screening is dedicated to the
memory of Christopher Robson.
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Bill Hughes’ documentary, broadcast by RTÉ
in 2000, gave the Irish public an overview of
gay life in Ireland from Oscar Wilde to decriminalisation. 2013 marks the 30th anniversary of the first Dubin pride march, the 20th
anniversary of decriminalisation and the 10th
anniversary of the establishment of BeLonG
To so it is the perfect year to rescreen this
beautiful, comprehensive and inspiring film.
“The Love That Dare Not Speak Its Name is
a timely reminder of the enormous changes
that have taken place in this country in
terms of the gay community in the last
century, culminating in the decriminalisation
of homosexuality in 1993. This film puts a
very human face on those key figures who
were responsible for driving this empowerment forward. They are unsung heroes who
devoted their time and their energy to win
this basic human right. Their stories are witty,
tenacious, fearless and inspirational” -Bill
Hughes, director.

MR ANGEL
Sunday 04 August
4:30pm
Screen 2
Germany, Mexico, USA
2013
68 mins
Director: Dan Hunt
Director Dan Hunt will be in
attendance.

Buck Angel, porn star, educator and
filmmaker, the self-styled ‘Man with a Pussy’,
has and continues to lead a fascinating
life, one of change, heartbreak and selfdetermination.
We were honoured to welcome Buck
to GAZE 2012 with his film Sexing The
Transman, which explored the romantic and
sexual lives of transmen. This year, we are
delighted to welcome filmmaker Dan Hunt to
present his documentary on Buck, Mr Angel,
which turns the camera on the man himself.
Hunt’s film brings us deep into Buck’s life, to
the home he shares with his wife and dogs
in Mexico, to a porn industry convention,
and features interviews with his parents,
sister and leading figures in LGBT life, who
speak of the contribution Buck has made to
the greater understanding of transgendered
people.
Buck’s story is an important one which GAZE
is proud to continue to share.

45

BAMBI
Sunday 04 August
6:30pm
Screen 1
France
2012
60 mins
Director: Sébastien Lifshitz
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Bambi is the story of Marie-Pierre Pruvot,
born Jean-Pierre in a small village in the
former French colony of Algeria. She struggled in her early years as a boy but found a
way out of her colonial life when a Parisian
cabaret show came to town. Encouraged and
enchanted, she moved to Paris, assumed the
stage name of ‘Bambi’ and began her life as a
female cabaret star.
GAZE veteran Sébastien Lifshitz lovingly tells
her story using long interviews with the charismatic performer, stunning scenes of her
return to Algeria and captivating old Super-8
footage from Marie-Pierre’s own collection.
Having overcome a difficult childhood and
a tough gender transition, when surgery
and hormonal treatments were still in their
infancies, ‘Bambi’ is now a radiant woman
in her late seventies and one of the most
charismatic and engaging people you will
ever seen on screen.

IRIS PRIZE
YOUTH SHORTS
Sunday 04 August
6:30pm
Screen 2
70 mins
Yeah Kowalski
USA, Evan Roberts
And The Going Is Good
Norway, Vibeke Heide
Jackpot
USA, Adam Baran
A Stable For Disabled Horses
UK, Fabio Youniss
The Wilding
Australia, Grant Scicluna

The Iris Prize is the world’s largest gay and
lesbian short film prize and GAZE is very
proud to be counted as one of its partner
festivals. In this programme for youth
audiences, we present some of the best
shorts from Iris 2012.
Yeah Kowalski is the hilarious tale of 13-yearold Gabe who goes to great lengths to
impress his schoolyard crush.
And The Going Is Good intimately explores
the challenges of being a young girl.
Jackpot is the charming story of a 14-yearold who sets off on a quest to recover a stash
of discarded gay porn.
A Stable For Disabled Horses, winner of the
Best UK Short at Iris 2012, is a sweet and
funny account of a night when two friends
try to become more than friends.
Winner of the Iris Prize 2012, Grant Scicluna’s
The Wilding will stun you with its portrayal of
the love of two boys in a reform home.
Berwyn Rowlands, director of the Iris Prize,
will introduce the screening.
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ANY DAY NOW
Sunday 04 August
8:30pm
Screen 1
USA
2012
97 mins
Director: Travis Fine
Audience Award winner,
Tribeca Film Festival 2012
and Outfest 2012
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Set in 1970s Los Angeles and based on a true
story, Any Day Now stars Alan Cumming (The
Good Wife) as a drag queen who, alongside
his closeted lawyer boyfriend, takes into his
home a teenage boy with Down syndrome,
after his mother abandoned him.
When their unconventional domestic
arrangement is discovered by the authorities,
they must battle a biased legal system
and bigoted social workers to save the life
they’ve built for themselves and protect the
future of the son they have come to love as
their own.
A film that touches on issues as relevant
today as they were forty years ago, Any Day
Now is sure to be a firm favourite at this
year’s festival.

A MAP FOR LOVE
Sunday 04 August
8:30pm
Screen 2
Chile
2012
81 mins
Director: Constanza Fernández

Roberta lives in Santiago with her young son
and is in a relationship with Javiera, a freespirited actress/philosopher/singer/erotic
performer. Roberta’s life would be perfect if
it were not for the fact that her domineering
and stuck-in-her-ways mother, Ana, does
not really approve of her daughter being a
lesbian and certainly does not approve of her
relationship with Javiera.
To remedy the situation, Roberta invites the
two women in her life to join her on a sailing
trip. Confined on a small yacht and battling
with a storm on the Pacific, the three women
must confront their differences and unite to
survive this stormy, sapphic expedition.
With well-drawn characters, biting wit and a
dash of Latina flair, A Map For Love explores
the struggle to understand and accept those
we love.
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THE MAN BEHIND
THE THRONE
Monday 05 August
1:30pm
Screen 1
Sweden
2013
61 mins
Director: Kersti Grunditz

Vincent Paterson is a choreographer who
has worked with the biggest names in pop
music, collaborating with stars like Michael
Jackson and Madonna during their seminal
years, helping to create the dance moves
that defined their careers. He is an artist
unknown to most people but his work has
been seen by millions - he is one of the best
kept secrets in Hollywood.
This documentary follows Paterson as he
prepares for his latest project, ‘Viva Elvis’, a
Cirque du Soleil extravaganza, travels back
to his hometown to reminisce about his
childhood and his early years as a dancer,
and introduces us to his family and friends.
Featuring some of Paterson’s personal
footage of rehearsals with Michael Jackson,
Madonna and others, this is a must-see
documentary for any pop music fan.
“I’ve always made the choice of being the
man behind the throne. I like being behind it
and whispering in the ear” -Vincent Paterson.
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TABOO YARDIES
Monday 05 August
1:30pm
Screen 2
Jamaica, USA
2012
79 mins
Director: Selena Blake
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It may come as a surprise to learn that the
seemingly friendly and relaxed island of
Jamaica has been described by many humanrights groups as the most homophobic place
on earth. Shot on the ground in an almost
guerrilla style, this film takes us right into the
heart of the violence, hatred and persecution
suffered by the Jamaican LGBT population.
Featuring chilling interviews with victims
of homophobia, whose faces are digitally
obscured, such is the danger they face on
their own streets, Taboo Yardies is a startling
and shocking documentary which reminds us
that homophobia is still a clear and present
danger in many corners of the world.
Although it makes for difficult viewing at
times, we are honoured to screen this film
in Dublin.

MY BEST DAY
Monday 05 August
3:30pm
Screen 1
USA
2013
75 mins
Director: Erin Greenwell

Megan lives in a small American backwater
populated by a zany cast of deadbeat dads,
weird children, scam artists and lots and lots
of lesbians. She’s in a relationship with Amy,
a nurse at the local hospital but a new girl in
town, SNL’s out lesbian Kate McKinnon, has
caught her eye.
On the fourth of July, her best friend Karen
asks her to join her on an escapade to search
for the father she never knew and so begins
an Independence Day that Megan won’t likely
forget anytime soon.
This quirky ensemble comedy has a relaxed,
summery pace, is full of surprises and
unexpected turns, and will charm you with its
easy and good-natured humour.
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VALENTINE ROAD
Monday 05 August
3:30pm
Screen 2
USA
2013
89 mins
Director: Marta Cunningham

In February 2008, 14-year-old Brandon
McInerney shot dead 15-year-old Lawrence
‘Larry’ King in their classroom, claiming
that King, a biracial LGBT teen living in the
guardianship of the social care system,
had pushed him to breaking point with
flirtatious behaviour and romantic overtures.
McInerney, a teen from a white supremacist
family, was as troubled and at risk as King
and but the partisan media storm, which
gathered following the crime, failed to
explore the nuances and uncomfortable
truths of the case.
Now, for the first time, Cunningham tenderly
yet honestly explores this sad tale from both
sides, exposing the failures of the education
and justice systems, the dire domestic
environments in which both boys were being
raised, and the stark divisions in American
society.
With interviews from people on both sides of
the case and some harrowing police footage,
Valentine Road is a tough but enlightening
documentary.
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LESBIANA
A Parallel Revolution
Monday 05 August
5:30pm
Screen 1
Canada
2012
63 mins
Director: Myriam Fougère

Lesbiana follows some key players in
the North American East Coast feminist
movement from the 1970s to mid 1990s. With
archival footage, photographs and inspiring
interviews with the women involved, Fougère
traces the ups and downs, the challenges and
the triumphs of this scattered but resolute
group of women.
Now in their seventies and eighties, this
collection of writers, philosophers, activists,
artists and musicians reflect on their years
of political activity. Often with a self-critical
eye, they recall their successes and failures
in equal measure, and speak to the camera
with as much feminist vigour now as they
ever had.
An important film for feminists of all genders
and sexualities, Lesbiana is a celebration
of sisterhood and lesbian identity and a
thoughtful reminder of the debt we owe the
generations that strove before us.
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ULTRASUEDE
In Search Of Halston
Monday 05 August
5:30pm
Screen 2
USA
2010
89 mins
Director: Whitney Sudler-Smith
The film will be followed by a
fashion panel discussion,
‘The Glass Closet: Fashion Frees
All’. See page 9 for details
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The world of fashion and the gay community
are inextricably linked so we thought it would
be exciting to partner with Dublin’s fashion
film club, FashionScreen, and present this
fabulous 2010 documentary about America’s
first celebrity fashion designer, Halston.
Ultrasuede charts the rise and fall (and rise
and fall again) of Roy Halston Frowick, the
man who defined the 1970s as the most
glamorous decade of recent memory and
came to be known, rightly so, as the emperor
of NYC nightlife.
With contributions from a stellar line-up
including André Leon Talley, Cathy Horyn,
Anjelica Huston, Nile Rodgers, Diane von
Fürstenberg and the legendary Liza Minnelli,
the film pays homage to the simplicity and
elegance of the Halston cut and aesthetic,
examines his financial ruin and personal
downfall and ultimately celebrates the
man, the times in which he lived and the
contributions he made to American fashion
and popular culture.

Closing Night Gala
I AM DIVINE
Monday 05 August
8:00pm
Screen 1
USA
2013
85 mins
Director: Jeffrey Schwarz

Director Jeffrey Schwarz moved and
inspired us at GAZE 2012 with the fantastic
Vito, his documentary on Vito Russo. This
year, he returns with a film about another
queer legend, the riotous, extravagant,
incredible Divine! Born Harris Glenn Milstead,
Divine never had it easy, growing up as
an overweight gay teenager on the tough
streets of Baltimore but he found his solace
in his passions: food, hairdressing and all
things outrageous, fabulous and shocking.
Sharing his taste for the weird and wonderful
was his friend and neighbour, John Waters,
and their lifelong professional partnership
has produced some of the most celebrated
films in cult cinema history (Hairspray,
Female Trouble, Pink Flamingos).
Combining archival footage from his days
on set with Waters, and as a singer and club
performer, with hilarious interviews given
by his friends and an especially moving
one from his mother, Schwarz presents us
with a thoroughly rounded account of one
incredible man’s life and work.
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Declan Buckley
Linda Cullen & Feargha Ni Bhroin
Jeanne Dermody
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Bill Foley
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Ronnie Harkin & Jubran Jubrail
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THANK YOU
Accenture (Peter Lynch, Siobhan O’Dowd, Hilary Skuse, David Shaw, Peter
White); Arlington Hotel (Eoin Pardy); Arts Council of Ireland; Business to
Arts (Andrew Hetherington, Rowena Neville); Jim Carroll; Cormac Cashman;
Conway Communications; Vicky Curtis; Dublin Film Qlub; The Dragon Bar;
FashionScreen (Colm Corrigan, Deirdre Hynds); The Front Lounge; GCN
(Brian Finnegan, Conor Wilson); The George (Darragh Flynn); Declan Hayden,
Dublin City Council; Bill Hughes; The Light House Cinema (Robert Finn, Tom
Lawlor, Charlene Lydon and all the staff); David Morse; Outhouse; Buzz O’Neill;
PantiBar (Rory O’Neill); PETTYCASH (Niamh Beirne, Oisín McKenna); Mick
Quinlan; Berwyn Rowlands, Iris Prize; Gaby Smith & Co; Matthew Sutton.
A special thank you to our festival volunteers who make GAZE possible year
after year.
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